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compression,” which
makes it possible to safely
reduce the intensity of
sound without losing the
balance of the mix. [RØDE
Microphones, which just
got even better with the
introduction of the new
Rode NT-USB/NT-XS
Transceiver] Way back
when I used to DJ and talk
with pro DJs, I asked them
why they didn’t just use a
compressor to reduce the
gain of the peaks and the
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troughs of the input signal
and play it like a CD. Their
answer was that a
compressor didn’t bring
out enough of the dynamic
range of the signal. It just
compressed and limited it
in amplitude. So it’s not so
much that a compressor
makes a good CD out of
the music as it simply
helps you to better hear
what you already hear.
What we’re talking about
here isn’t adding (or
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subtraction) to the signal,
it’s simply adjusting it to a
different space of
interpretation. At RØDE,
we’re always
experimenting with how
we can make things even
better and reduce the
barriers between musicians
and their gear. We’ve also
been incorporating our
experiences with RØDERS’
technology into different
pieces of our own gear.
One example is the NT6/8

USB/NT-XS transceiver that
we just introduced. It’s the
first time we’ve made an
external device that
supports the USB MIDI
format with the same
clarity and ease as an
internal device. And not
only is it half the price of a
USB sound card, it’s also
nearly 1/10th the size.
What do you think? If
you’ve got any questions
about the new RØDE NTUSB/NT-XS, or any other
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